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the indefinable and indeterminate nature of matter
which is "below knowledge with the equally indefin-
able nature of the One which is above it. "As
it is asserted of matter that it must have none
of the qualities of things in itself, if it is to receive
equally the impressions of them all, so and in a much
more absolute way, must the soul become formless,
if nothing is to hinder it from being filled and
enlightened by the nature which is before all others."l
Are we then to say that the whole process of spiritual
ascent is not a movement to a more full and concrete
consciousness of reality, but simply a movement of
abstraction, in which, one after another, every feature
of the world we know disappears till nothing is left ?
And is the "presence deeper than knowledge" in
which it ends only another name for the disappearance
of the soul and all its contents in the absolute unity ?
On this point two things have to be said. The
first is, that the religious man's realisation of the
deepest truth often takes a form which might
without much inaccuracy be described as a /'pre-
sence deeper than knowledge," or at least deeper
than Ms knowledge. In other words, in contrast
with his ordinary dispersed and changing experience
of finite things, the religious man has an immediate
consciousness of a permanent power and presence of
the divine, on which he rests, but which he is unable